
One hundred sixty-six apprentices. Thatôs a 

pretty impressive number! Weôre proud to 

announce that we have 166 students 

enrolled in the Pittsburgh Chapter NTMA 

Apprentice Training program this year. 

Classes kicked off the second week in 

September and will continue through the 

spring. The four -year training program 
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NUMBERS LOOK GREAT IN APPRENTICE TRAINING 

Laptops, tablets, smart phonesð youôre not tethered to your desktop 

computer any more.  Odds are, with all of the new options for 

getting online youôre getting most of your information on the 

internet and we wanted to be sure that you can make the most of 

your Pittsburgh Chapter NTMA membership online, too.  Enter the 

all new, redesigned chapter website: www.pghntma.org.  

 

Last year, The national NTMA  organization went through a re-

branding campaign and we at the Pittsburgh Chapter have followed 

suit.  Over the course of the past year, we redesigned all of our materials and revamped our 

newsletter for a more current, consistent look.  The Pittsburgh Chapter website is the final step in 

this processé if you havenôt visited yet, please take a moment to check it out.  Thereôs much more 

to this new website than just a new look.  Weôve put a lot of time and thought into ways to make 

the site more information and functional for our membership.  

BLOG  

Our new blog is a perfect example.  For those of you who arenôt familiar, blog is techno-talk for a 

ñweb log.ò  A blog, by definition is a running, chronological diary-style record of entries, or 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Pittsburgh Chapter NTMA is very pleased to introduce you to a fantastic new benefit of 
membership.  Watch the newsletter, our website and your e-mail inbox for updates and 
advantages of our new association membership with  The Institute for Entrepreneurial 
Excellence.  Read on for details. 
 

The Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence is proud to welcome NTMA as an Association 

Member for the 2012 - 2013 membership years! The Institute and NTMA have been working 
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by David Bambrey, membership manager, Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence  

Joseph M. Katz Graduate School of Business, University of Pittsburgh 



TAKE THE LEAD 
A message from our Chapter President by Kevin Hartford 
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MACHINING, FABRICATION AND ASSEMBLY  

Can you believe weôre in 

the last quarter of 2012?  

Me either.  This has been 

a very interesting year and 

it should be even more 

interesting after the 

election, which is when 

youôll be reading this 

newsletter. 

 

As the economy continues 

to recover one of the few 

shining stars has been 

American manufacturing.  

Weôre all involved in it but 

weôre now at the forefront 

of our economy.  Thereôs 

an old saying in the steel 

industry: ñYou strike when the iron is hot.ò  I think we 

should all be poised to strike.  How do we do that? 

 

We all have influence in our companies, our communities 

and with our elected officials.  Letôs take advantage of our 

positions and assume the lead where and when we can 

with respect to the recovery of our economy and 

direction of our country.  Whether it be fair trade, 

unreasonable government regulations or using our tax 

dollars to educate/train the future generations that will 

make up manufacturingôs workforce we all have a say.  I 

encourage all of you to use the vast resources of your 

NTMA membership and do so.  

 

In my last few newsletters Iôve asked all of you what you 

would like to see with respect to our Membership 

Programs.  In October we had a plant tour of L&S.  The 

few of you who attended saw todayôs technology utilized 

to the fullest.  You saw critical safety components that are 

going into nuclear reactors.  You also saw a shop that just 

a few years ago was bought out of Chapter 7 by Rob 

DiNardi and is now a true American manufacturing 

success story.  It was impressive, inspiring and 

enlightening; and I donôt use those words casually.  The 

hard work and ingenuity that has gone into the growth 

and success of L&S is the stuff that has made this country 

what it was, what it still is and what it will continue to be 

in the future.  L&S wasnôt a case study of State Run 

Capitalism.  It is a case study where an individual pursed 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The Trans Pacific 

Partnership (TPP) is the 

newest trade agreement now 

being negotiated by the US.  

If successful, it will be the 

largest US trade agreement 

in recent history.  It 

includes a growing number 

of nations around the 

Pacific Rim: Australia, New 

Zealand, Mexico, Canada, 

Thailand, Malaysia, Peru, 

Chile, Singapore, and 

Vietnam.  

 

The ultimate goal of the 

globalists who dominate US 

trade negotiations is to 

expand TPP to include 

virtually every nation on the 

Pacific Rim including 

China, Japan, and Russia.  

So it is imperative that this 

trade deal is not poorly 

A SEAT AT THE TRADE NEGOTIATIONS TABLE 
By:  Dave Frengel, Governmental Affairs Chair 

negotiated. 

 

It was my privilege to 

participate on the periphery 

of TPP negotiations twice 

in September, as a 

stakeholder at the 14th 

round of negotiations in 

Leesburg, Virginia, and 

again when I testified in 

Washington on behalf of the 

Coalition for a Prosperous 

America at a hearing before a 

panel of US negotiators 

regarding Mexicoôs request 

to join the TPP.   

 

Once again I experienced 

how important it is for mid -

market domestic 

manufacturers like the 

members of the Pittsburgh 

NTMA to have a seat at the 

table and to speak with one 

voice.   

 

At the TPP stakeholder 

event, I advocated for the 

ñ21st Century Trade 

Agreement Principlesò that 

were created by CPA and 

several other trade reform 

groups.  (The Pittsburgh 

NTMA has signed on in 

support of this document.  

View it at 

www.prosperousamerica.org.  

While you are there, sign 

on.) 

 

I informed US and foreign 

negotiators that small 

domestic manufacturers like 

us do not support 

international economic 

integration because it forces 

the political economies of the 

world, including 

incompatible ones like the 

US and China, into one 

global system run by 

financial technocrats.  The 

unelected officials that 

manage global finance force 
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