
There are growing signs that our message about the 

importance of manufacturing and rebalancing trade 

is gaining real traction among federal policy makers 

and bureaucrats. But our job is far from over. The 

politics and reporting about manufacturing, jobs, 

and the economy are as devious as everð especially 

in this big election year. This is why the work of our 

NTMA/PMA One Voice advocacy organization is 

so vital.  

Official reports indicate that unemployment 

dropped to 8.2% in March because the economy 

added 120,000 new jobs. These numbers do not 
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by Dave Frengel, Governmental Affairs Chairman 

PARKWAY WEST CTC OFFERS NEW PROGRAM: 

PRECISION MANUFACTURING AND ROBOTICS 
By Jack Highfield 

Over the past decade the United States manufacturing base 

has weakened according to the National Manufacturing Strategy 

Act speared headed by Rep. Dan Lipinski and Sen. Sherrod Brown.     

But a report by the National Association of Manufacturers 

illustrates that ñno economic sector contributes more to 

creating prosperity than American manufacturing.ò  

Experts point out that ñto remain strong players in a 

competitive world will require continued focus on innovation 

and productivity gains helped along by government policies 

that will smooth the path to success.ò 

The challenge will be for U.S. manufacturers to understand 

that the actions that created productivity gains in the past may 

NOT do so in the future.   
(Continued on page 10) 
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Apprentice  Graduation 

Pqo^qfdl$p 

North Huntingdon, PA 

June 13, 2012  

6 - 10 PM 

 
NTMF  Annual 

Golf Tournament 

Greensburg Country Club 

Greensburg, PA 

August 13, 2012  

Details Inside! 
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Why robotics and precision machining?  Reason #1:  Because robots are cool.  The BotsIQ  

competition, sponsored by the National Tooling and Machining Association (NTMA), has 

grown from six schools in 2005 to more than 40 schools in 2012. In addition, the number of 

employers, post-secondary schools and governmental and nongovernmental institutions 

supporting BotsIQ has gone from five to 95 in that same time period, 65 of which are 

(Continued on page 9) 



As we move through the 

second quarter of what is 

proving to be a continued 

upswing for many of us in 

manufacturing, I wanted to 

focus on what you, our 

membership, would like to 

see in the way of services.   

 

At our most recent board 

meeting, which was held in 

conjunction with our 

ñPirates & Politicsò event at 

PNC Park on April 24, we 

met with Jen Neubauer 

from Pittôs Graduate School 

of Business.  Jen is the 

director of membership for 

Katzô IEE, which stands for 

the Institute for 

Entrepreneurial Excellence.  

Several of our members have 

graduated from the 

program, including yours 

truly, so I can vouch for 

both the program and the 

institute, which is deeply 

committed to helping local 

businesses and business 

owners like us prosper.   

 

Our board is considering 

having the NTMA 

Pittsburgh Chapter become 

a member of the Institute, 

which would enable you, our 

members, to take advantage 

of the services the institute 

provides such as 

individualized consulting 

and educational programs.  

Again, I have personally 

(Continued on page 8) 
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www.allekiskiind.com 

 

531 Hyde Park Road, Leechburg, PA 15656 

(Allegheny Twp. - Congressional District #12) 

Phone: 724-845-2799 Ñ fax: 724-845-2797 

 

Kevin Hartford, President 

Ed Newell, Vice President 

 

MACHINING, FABRICATION AND ASSEMBLY  
or contact Rick at: 
 

Direct Dial: (412) 338-1309 
Fax: (412) 338-1295 
Mobile: (814) 397-5773 
rick_scott@pmagroup.com 

Rick Scott, Account Executive 

PMA Direct: Pittsburgh 

THE PMA Insurance Group 

Two Chatham Center, Suite 600 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

The Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence at 

the University of Pittsburgh Joseph M. Katz 

Graduate School of Business grows western 

Pennsylvaniaôs economy by supporting 

entrepreneurial activity, business creation and 

established business growth. Institute leadership 

believes the success of closely held businesses 

drives growth in our region, country and global 

economy. The Institute is the regionôs largest 

membership-based entrepreneurial organization, 

offering individualized consulting and 

educational programs that fit the diverse needs 

of local businesses, creating networking 

opportunities and providing western 

Pennsylvania entrepreneurs the ñPower to 

Prosper.ò 

WHAT IS THE INSTITUTE FOR 

ENTERPRENEURIAL EXCELLENCE AT 

THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH? 

by Jennifer Neubauer 
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It's been seven years since 

the Pittsburgh Chapter 

National Tooling & Ma-

chining Association 

(NTMA) and a commit-

ted group of manufactur-

ers and educators brought 

BotsIQ to southwestern 

Pennsylvania with just six 

schools participating.  

Since then, the program 

has exploded to include 

more than 40 schools, 

650 participants and its 

own fan base.  

The seventh annual  Bot-

sIQ of Southwestern 

Pennsylvania (BotsIQ of 

SWPA) held preliminary 

competitions at Califor-

nia University of Pennsyl-

vania in March and cul-

minated in a two-day, 

gladiator-style battle to 

the finish of the student-

made, remote-controlled 

robots April 13 -14 at 

Westmoreland County 

Community College, 

Youngwood, PA.  

While the competition 

has grown exponentially 

in its short existence, the 

focus this year wasn't 

about getting bigger, it 

was about precision.  The 

2012 BotsIQ Committee 

fine-tuned the event to 

maximize the experience 

for participants and re-

gional manufacturers. 

For example, the organizers 

revised the ñBest Engineered 

(Continued on page 5) 

INDUSTRY SUPPORT SPARKS BOTSIQ 
By Diane Wuycheck 



add up. This supposedly lower 

unemployment rate is based on the 

fact that the unemployment benefits 

of millions of people who lost family-

sustaining jobs have expired and 

these folks have taken lower-paying 

jobs that do not support a familyð a 

clear indication that one result of a 

massive trade deficit is a lower 

standard of living.  

When we consider these 

underemployed workers, as well as 

those who have just given up looking 

for a good job, the portion of the 

workforce that needs good new jobs 

is more than 15%.  

To rebuild the American middle class 

and restore stability, the US economy 

must add more than 250,000 family-

sustaining jobs per month for several 

yearsð playing with the numbers will 

not change this fact. Those jobs will 

not be created until US policy makers 

learn how to deal with State 

(Continued from page 1) Capitalism, especially in huge economies 

like China's, where the major industries 

are dominated by state-owned 

enterprises (SOEs).  

Immediately following World War II, 

when the US was the last man standing, 

America's greatest challenge was Soviet-

style Communism. Our post-WWII 

policy of unilateral open markets was 

affordable then, which enabled us to win 

the Cold War and defeat Communism.  

But that world is gone. America's 

greatest challenge now in these opening 

decades of the New Global Economy is 

Chinese-style State Capitalism. The US 

government and US industries have 

barely begun to think about how to 

compete in a world of State Capitalism 

and SOEs. But one thing is sure, in the 

face of this new challenge, maintaining 

our old post-WWII policy of a unilateral 

open US market will be suicidal.  

The US must develop a new 21st 

century globalization policy to replace 

our one-size-fits-all post-WWII open 

market strategy. The new globalization 

policy will include three strategies 

to respond to three global realities:  

1. Free and fair trade with free and 

fair trade economies.  

2. Strategic trade with state-

managed economies.  

3. Special privileges for poor 

developing economies.  

Unfortunately, most of the 

globalist forces that influence US 

trade policy are not truly 

concerned about America; they 

have other priorities. With the help 

of the blind laissez faire ideologues 

who continue to dominate the 

highest levels of US economic 

policy making, they cook the books 

to make things look much better 

than they really are in the hope of 

maintaining the status quo.  

These globalists prefer the status 

quo because what we call unfair 

trade is their business plan. Their 

plan is to offshore manufacturing 

to the country that offers the best 

(Continued on page 5) 

NEW CHALLENGE (CONTINUED) 

Page 4 PRECISION PITTSBURGH 


